The 

WOOD 
DUCK 


ISSN 0049-7886 



*uisi 


HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 

POSTAL STATION E, BOX 5182 - HAMILTON - ONTARIO 

VOLUME 29. HUMBER 5 JANUARY 1976 


INDEX 


Page 


78 - Hamilton Naturalists' Club Executive 1975-76 

- Notes from the Editor's Desk 

79 - Welcome to New Members 

- Events for January 

80 - Other Events of Interest to Naturalists 

81 - Hamilton Naturalists' Club - Indoor and Outdoor Activities 

January - May 1976 
83 - Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at Hamilton 
35 - Using the Bank of Time 

86 - Kirtland's Warbler 

87 - Rattray Marsh Will Be Preserved 

88 - A Difficult But Delightful House Guest 
GS - Whooping Cranes Seen Increasing 

90 - Help'. 

91 - My Sanctuary 

92 - Noteworthy Bird Records 


***************************************************************************** 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


MOTION RE ENDOWMENT FUN D 

At the Executive Meeting on September 22, 1975. it was 
moved Ly Jack Hanna, seconded by Larry Bird, that we transfer an 
amount equal to the number of Life Memberships multiplied by the 
annual fee for a Single Active Member from the Endowment Fund to 
the General Fund each year. Passed unanimously. 

THIS MOTION WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE MEMBERS AT THE GENERAL MEETING 
TO BE HELD AT THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS HEADQUARTERS, 

JANUARY 12, 1976. 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB EXECUTIVE 1975-1976 

Past President - Dr. Chauneey Wood, 231 Rosemary Lane, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 2K6 
President - - Mrs. Marion Shivas, 10 Rowanwood Ave,, Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 

~ls t~Vice Pres . - Mr. James Dowall, 29 Emerson St., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 2X2 
2nd Vice Pres . 

& Programme Dir . Mr. Donald Babb, 137 Howard Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L9A 2W6 
Treasurer - Dr. Lawrence Gould, 11 South St., Hamilton, Ont. L8P 2W1 

Secretary - Mrs. Jo Harschnitz, 84 Leslie Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L9C HO 


Directors 

Members hip •• Miss Evelyn Morris, 401 - 107 St. Joseph’s Dr., Hamilton, L8N 2G.L 

Publicity - Mr. Dave Copeland, 28 Sandalwood Ave,, Hamilton, Ont. L8T 2E3 

Sanctuary - Mrs. Marion Shivas, It Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 

Field"Event s - Dr. Robert MacLaren, 79 Elmhurst Dr., Hamilton, Ont. L8T 1C5 

Conservation - Mr. Paul Eagles, 502 Elgin St. N., Cambridge, Ont. NlR 6A1 

Wood Duck Editor Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave. S., Hamilton, Ont I,8S 1V3 

S ocial - Mrs, Joan Peters, 511 - 1854 Main St, W., Hamilton, Ont, L8S 1H8 

Director at Large Dr. Jack Hanna, Box 18'., Mount Hope, Ont. LtR 1W0 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

Many thanks to Don Babb for volunteering to take on the office of 2nd Vice 
President & Programme Director for the remainder of the 1975-76 year. Don is 
replacing Larry Bird who moved to Harwood, Ontario, in December. We welcome Don 
to the executive and our best wishes go with Larry as he takes up a new line of 
work. We have appreciated Larry and Linda's enthusiastic participation in Club 
activities these past two years. Always ready to lend a hand wherever needed, they 
have contributed much. Sincere thanks to both of you. 

Dave Copeland has agreed to take on the office of Publicity Director. Dave 
has been working with the Bird Records Committee this past year and has been 
looking after the Hawk Migration Records. If you have not already sent in your 
Hawk Migration Data Sheets to Dave, he would appreciate having them as soon as 
possible, 

Thanks to Betty LeWarne for looking after the donuts and coffee at the 
November meeting and to Aurea Globe for assisting Joan and Jack Peters with the 
delightful Christmas refreshments at the December meeting. Volunteers are still 
needed for the coming months. Could you help? 

THREE CHEERS FOR GEORGE GLOBE AND BILL GILMOUR and sincere thanks. What a 
fascinating evening they provided for us on December 8th when, rnrough some 
misunderstanding, the speaker we expected to hear hadn't teen asked to come, No 
matter how carefully things are planned, canmunication links sometimes break 
down when executive portfolios are passed along. Dr. Peter Peach will be asked 
to speak to the club on Iceland in the fall. _ 

George Globe's slide show "A Nature Presentation" took us into the fields 
and woods of Ontario through the four seasons. Superb photography and a thought- 
provoking commentary made us realize our responsibility in nelprng to preserve 
areas where wild flowers and animals may continue to flourish. 

Bill Giltrour took us to the Arctic, to Bathurst Inlet - a place where many 
of us dream of visiting some day. Excellent photographs or this arctic terrain 
and Bill's interesting commentary heightened our interest, 

(continued next page... ..) 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK (continued) 

CLUB BADGES are available at all indoor meetings. The price is only $1.25. 
Put one on your jacket or back pack and advertise the H, N. C. 

BIRDS OF THE HAMILTON REGION CHECK LIST - Hot off the press and now available 
at all indoor meetings. Price, 20 for $1.00, 10 cents each. 

Birders, don't forget that the 10th of the month is the new deadline for 
getting your sightings to George North. Do call him on time so that he will be 
able to meet press deadline. Noteworthy Bird Reco rds is the most important article 
in our bulletin for many of our readers and we appreciate the hours of work that 
goes into its preparation. You can help to make the task easier. SEND YOUR RECORD S 
O N THE 10TI-I OF EAC H MONTH TO GEORGE NORTH, 857 EAGLE DRIVE, BURLINGTON, ONT, L7T 3A . 
OR TELEPHONE 634-5463. 


************************* 


W ELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Miss Jill Loosely, 3038 Lakeshore Rd. S., Burlington, Ont. L7N 1A1 

Mr. Barry Cherriere, 506 - 575 Queenston Rd., Hamilton, Ontario. 

************* 

A sV .A. 

4< 4\ 4* 4\ i\ 4\ /V 


EVENTS FOR JANUARY 


******************************* **************sV**»V**'*»WV********lV**************** 

* MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING * 

* 


* Date and time: MONDAY. JANUARY 12, 1976 at 8:00 P.M. 

* 

Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario. 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* Robert Bateman, one of our own members, is a noted artist, an excellent * 

* photographer, a keen naturalist and an outstanding speaker, A real treat * 

* is in store for you. Don't miss it and bring a friend. * 

* * 

* VISITORS ARE WELCOME STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP ANA REFRESHMENTS * 

- ft 

* 

^ v ***************************************************************************** 


* Place; 

* 

* 

* Speaker: 

* 

* 

* 


MR. ROBERT BATEMAN presents an illustrated lecture on 
"THE AMAZON" 


CLUB FIELD EVE NTS CLUB FIELD E VENTS CLUB_ FIELD EVENTS 

SU NDAY, J A NUARY 11, 1976 at 8:00 A.M. 

B IRDS IN THE L ONG P OINT AREA - Meet at the Mountain Plaza in Hamilton, 
Upper James and Fennell, Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Mr. Barry Jones 




OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST TO NATURALISTS 


HIKING WITH TI : IE_IR0Q U0IA BRUCE TRAIL CLUB 

SATURDAY. JANUARY 17 at 7:30 P.M . - FULL MOON HIKE around Crawford 

Lake. Bring a flashlight, coffee, weiners. 2.5 miles. Meet 
and finish at the entrance to Crawford Lake on Steeles Ave. 
just east of the Guelph Line, Burlington. 

Leader - Rick Ansell Freelton 659-7709 


SATURDAY. JANUARY 3 1 at 10:3 0 A.M . 

from Webster’s Falls to Dundas 
to your car. Bring a thermos, 
at Webster's Falls parking lot 
Leader - Grant Carr 


SPENCER CREEK WATERFALLS HIKE 
peak via the loop trail and back 
2,5 miles approx. Meet and finisl 
(Falls View Road),Dundas. 

Carlisle 609-5956 


A T THE ROY AL BOT ANI CAL GARDENS 

CHILDREN'S WINTER NATURE SERIES - Saturday mornings, January 10, 17, 24, 31, 

between 9:30 and 11:30 at the Nature Centre. This programme is for children 
3 to 12 years of age. Maximum registration 50. Leaders : Mr. John Lamour- 
eux and the Women's Committee. 

AUDUBON WILDLIFE FIT,M S - MONDAY, JANUARY 26 at 8:00 P.M. at Headquarters. 

" WILDLIFE SAFARI TO ETHIOPIA " . narrated by Jeffery Boswall. A British 
writer, television producer and naturalist, Mr. Boswell completed his film 
just in time to escape the drought and resultant revoluiuon in Ethiopia, 

One of the new generation of behavioural films, "Safari" shows no elephants 
or lions, but instead shows relationship between animals and birds, or birds 
to each other. The Egyption Vulture uses stones to break ostrich eggs; 
Carmine Bee-eaters ride on the backs of Arabian Bustards. From the Dana- 
kill Depression at 134" to the High Simien at 15,000 feet, Mr. Boswell showr 
the audience a new and spectacular view of the homeland of the fabled Queen 
of Shaba. Some of the wildlife in this film is specifically Ethiopian. 
These include the Gelda Baboon, the Simien Fox and the Walia Ibex. Come 
and enjoy the Guereza Monkeys 'flying through the trees'. Single Admission' 
$1.25; children and students 75<?, Please phone Royal Botanical Gardens 
Headquarters at527-1158 for further information and to reserve tickets. 


FIELD ECOLOGY FOR NATURALISTS - Wednesdays, February 25, March 3 and 10 at 7:30 p. 
at Headquarters. Field trips Saturdays, at 9;30 a.m., June 5, 12 and 19 - 
meeting places to be announced. A course to assist the amateur naturalis' 
to recognize natural communities, biological succession and environmental 
factors. Indoor discussions of ecological theory, terminology and study 
methods will be folloTved by field trips to test and illustrate the principa. 
discussed. Several interesting habitats in the Gardens' natural areas will 
be studied. A dvance registration by F e bruary 23 . Maximum registration 30 
minimum 12. Fee $4,00, Royal Botanical Gardens, Box399, Hamilton, Ont. 

L8N 3H3. Leaders: Mr. John Lamoureux and Dr. James Pringle. 


■>W<**.V****’!w 


“Jr 


* * * rt * * * * * * * * * * it * * * * vV • '< * * ■:< -k * * * * * A * * * * * i; * * * * * * -k j< * it * * it * * * •!< * * * * * * * * * 


MEMBERSHIP IN THE HAMI LT ON NATURALISTS' CLUB . Life $100.00, Contributing $10.00, 
Active $5.00, Joint (husband and wife) $6.00, Student (over L.) $2.00, Junior 
(under 13) $1.30, Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) $2,50. 
Meetings are held monthly September to May inclusive and the Wood Duck is mailed 
free to members. It is published nine times yearly. 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 

**** INDOOR and OUTDOOP. ACTI VITIES **** 
j976 January - May 1.976 

S UNDAY, JANUARY 11, 1976 at 3:QO fl.m. 

BIRDS AT LONG PO INT - Meet at the Mountain Plaza , Upper James 
and Pennell. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Barry Jones 


MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 1976 at 8:00 p.rn. 


INDOOR MEETING 


Hear ROBERT BATEMAN : Slides and commentary on ’’The Amazon" . 

Meeting at the Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building, Plains 
Road West, Burlington, 


MONDAY. FEBRUARY 9, 1976 at 8:00 p.rn. 


INDOOR MEETING 


DR . JAMES CRUIS E: An illustrated lecture . Topic " Flora in Ontario " 
Meeting at the Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building, Plains 
Road West, Burlington. 


MONDAY, MARCH S. 1976 at 8:00 p.m. 


INDOOR MEETING 


DR., DONALD GUNN will present an illustrated lecture using slides. 
Topic "Orchid Hunting in Canada". 

Meeting at the Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building, Plains 
Road West, Burlington. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 1976 at 2;00 p.rn . 

* OWLS IN THE HAMI LT ON AREA - Meet at Albion Falls, Mountain Brow Blvd. 

* Hamilton. (on the escarpment south and east of Mountain Brow Blvd. 

* and Mohawlc Road East). 

Leader: Robert Curry Ancaster 648-6095 


SUNDAY, AP RI L 4, 1976 at 8;00 a.m. 

* BIRDS A.T I,P NG POIN T - Meet at the Mountain Plaza, Upper James 

* and Fennell. Bring a lunch. 

* Leader: Barry Jones 


MONDAY, APRIL 12, 1976 at 8:00 p.m. 


INDOOR MEETING 


PROFISSOR R. SAUNDERS : An illustrated lecture using slides. 

Topic "Hunting Wildflowers in the Swiss Alps ". 

Meeting at the Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building, Plains 
Road West, Burlington. 

(continued next page ..) 
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INDOOR and OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES, January - May 1976 (continued from previous page) 


SUND A Y, APRIL 25, 1.976 at 9:30 a.m. 

* MIGRATING D AWKS : Meet at the Learner Point Conservation Area, Ridge Road, 

* Grimsby. The conservation area is on the top of the escarpment south 

* of Grimsby, The route is marked with signs. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: George Meyers GRIMSBY 945-4217 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 1976 at 7:00 p.m. (An Evening Walk) 

* SPRING WILDFLOWERS - Meet at the Cherry Hill Gate entrance to Hendrie 

* Valley, Plains Road West, Burlington. Opposite the Rendezvous Restaurant, 

* Leader: Marion Shivas DUNDAS 628-6046 


S UNDAY, MAY 9 , 1976 at 9:00 a.m. 

* CANOE TRIP DOWN THE NITH RIVER- starting at the park in Ayr (northwest 

* of Paris). A gentle river for canoeing. 

* Meet at Dundurn Castle Parking Lot, Hamilton. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Charles Zimmerman ANCASTER 648-6250 

(Please let your leader know if you x^ill have extra room in your canoe.) 


MONDAY, MY 10, 1976 at 8:00 p.m. INDOOR MEETING 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING and MEMBERS NIGHT . Meeting at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building, Plains Road West, Burlington, 


President - Mrs. Marion Shivas, 

18 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas. Tel. 628-6846 

Field Events Director - Dr. Robert MacLaren, 

79 Elmhurst Dr., Hamilton. Tel, 389-6555 


VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO TAKE PART IN ALL CLUB ACTI V ITIES. COME 8 . BRING A FRIEND! 


MEMBERSH IPS in the Hamilton Naturalists' Club fall into the following categories 
Life $100.03, Contributing $10:00, A,ctive $5.00, Joint (husband and wife) $6. 
Student Member (over 18) $2.00, Junior (under 18) $1.00, Corresponding (residi 
over 20 miles from Hamilton) $2.5G. Indoor meetings are held monthly September 
to May inclusive and the Wood Duck , the Club bulletin, is mailed free to member 
Outdoor activities are planned throughout the year. 

Membership Secretary: Miss Evelyn Morris,P, 0. Box 5182, Station E, 

Hamilton, Ontario. LOS 4L3. 






SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER AT HAMILTON 


by Robert Curry 


The Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Erolia acuminata) at Dundas Marsh in late 
November and early December of last year (1975) may be the rarest bird ever 
observed in the Hamilton Region. Certainly it aroused more interest in the 
birding community of Ontario and surrounding states and received more publicity 
in the media than any bird in the memory of this observer. What follows is an 
attempt to chronologue the stay of this unique species and provide readers with 
related background information. 

On Wednesday evening, November 26, Mr. Alan Wormington reported to the 
local rare bird alert that a Buff-breasted Sandpiper was on the mud off Bull's 
Point, Dundas Marsh. This was an unpresedentedly late record for this rare 
shorebird so we hoped it would stay until the weekend when observers could get 
out to see it. Early Saturday afternoon, November 29, Mr, R. A. H, (Bob) 
Westmore dropped into my home at Ancaster to report a Baird's Sandpiper at the 
Marsh. His description did not fit exactly that of Baird’s nor did it fit 
Buff-breasted. Intrigued by the incongruities I set out at 3.3b to have a look 
for myself. I found and watched the bird from 4:20 to 4:35 p.m. on this day of 
overcast and drizzle. I could not approach closer than an estimated 100 yards 
because of soft mud and the light was atrocious at first and became worse every 
minute of observation. 

My immediate conclusion was that the bird was neither a Buff-breasted nor 
Baird's but in general configuration more closely resembled Pectoral Sandpiper 
than anything. Despite the very poor light in which no colours were evident 
the breast of thi 3 bird seemed more intense than that of Pectoral and the wings 
crossed beyond the end of the tail giving the bird a long stream-lined appearancr 
You cannot imagine my frustration. The mud was too soft to get closer and the 
bird rapidly faded into darkness. 

On the way home my thinking went something as follows although logical 
sequence was overridden by excitement. All fall Dr. Chauncey Wood and I had 
been looking for Sharp-tailed Sandpiper as in September 1974 our friend Richard 
Sandburg had found this species in Illinois for the first North American inland 
record. We reasoned that it could just as easily turn up here, I had in my 
personal field identification notebook photographs and detailed description of 
a Sharp-tailed observed in England in October 1973. My observations plus those 
of Alan and Bob in combination strongly suggested Sharp-tailed, Should I put 
out the alarm? But what if I was mistaken and it turned out to be a mere Pec¬ 
toral? No, I couldn't risk more than 20 years of credibility in one rash move. 

I would go out on Sunday and under good light conditions determine the bird's 
identity in seconds. 

Frustrations piled upon frustrations as it proved impossible to get out 
at all on Sunday. That evening Bob called to say that he had conversed with 
George W. North and examined his books and that it was now his opinion the bird 
was indeed a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. This was it! I phoned Chauncey to relay 
the story so far. We decided that he should go out as soon as possible on 
Monday. Close to noon he arrived at Bull's Point and after more seconds of 
observation knew he was looking at a new species for the Province. 

From ' this point on events moved rapidly. Chauncey phoned all members 
of our rare bird alert and also initiated the Province-wide grapevine. By that 
afternoon Club friends from Buffalo and Toronto were regaling one another over 
telescopes trained on the bird. Harold Axtell of Rose Hill, Ontario, had a 
North American life list of692 varieties assembled over a lifetime of profession 

(continued on next page...) 




SHARP-TAILED SANDPIP ER AT HA MILTON (continued) 


ornithology and retirement list chasing from the Rio Grande Delta to the 
Alaskan out-islands. This bird was new for him! On Tuesday, Norm Chesterfield 
of Wheatly, Ontario, with over 4000 species, added it to his list. 

As the week wore on, winter gripped the Marsh more severely each day. 

By Wednesday, the Sharp-tailed was feeding in the narrow channel of mud and* 
'™ ter with about 7 Common Snipe and a Dunlin. Bitter cold threatened to close 
up this last possible feeding area. CBC Television crews were on the scene 
filming the star and the flock of admirers for the 6 o'clock National. The 
bird had already merited several stories in the Spectator and The Globe and 
Mail, 


Thursday morning observers could not find the bird as the channel was 
just about locked up. However, by the afternoon, some thawing had taken place 
and a few fortunates saw a huddled brown form beside a log. Friday morning 
dawn observers saw the bird in, apparently, the same spot and in a torpid 
state. At about 9:30 a.m. the bird became a bit more active, walking about on 
the ice until finally it walked behind Rat Island. 

It was never seen again. 

It remains to explain to the uninitiated why this one small waif of a 
bird should cause such excitement and uproar. Naturally, it was in part 
because here was a first for Ontario and a life bird for probably every one of 
the more than one hundred who saw it, Virginia's Warbler last May at Pelee and 
the Lewis’ Woodpecker a couple of years ago at Windsor were almost as rare. 
Exciting too. Many years ago, George W, North passed along to this writer a 
love of shorebirds which seems to derive from a combination of factors. They 
fly enormous distances across continents and oceans. Many are a challenge to 
identification. The Sharp-tailed epitomizes the possibility of rarities 
occuring r^om this tribe. But it's more than this. Shorebirds to me seem the 
very quintessence of all that is wild and untainted in nature. Readers of the 
lyric lines or Henry Marion Hall in The Wind Birds will know of what I speak. 

I like to think this is what many rushed to the Dundas Marsh to experience 
rather than simply to add another tick to the list. 

Identirica ti on Notes on Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Erolia acuminata) 

Birders attempting to find good descriptions and illustrations of the 
bird before and after their observations were mostly disappointed. At best a 
few words Oj. description and a misleading illustration are found in most pop¬ 
ular guides. What follows is a description based primarily upon my three 
studies or the bird supplemented by those of others who noted other features. 
Bob Westmore, for instance, sent me a very good detailed description which in 
itself leaves no question as to the correct identity. 

Whan the bird flew in on Tuesday morning, December 2, I was struck by how 
uncannily like a Buff-breasted Sandpiper it appeared in flight (hence Alan 
Wormington's identification of a flying bird in poor light is quite understand¬ 
able). The warm buff breast and long slender wings on which it gracefully and 
easily swooped are exactly the keys used for the Buff-breasted. It even had 
dirty white wing linings', But the plaintive 'tweep' it uttered several times 
while flying was the give-a-way at this point. No other shorebird I know has 
a call like this, the two-syllabled 'char-wee' of the Semipalmated Plover 
being the only sound even coming close. 


(continued next page 
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SHAM ?-TA X ' 


x-gR AT HAMILTON (continued) 


In addition, on the ground the bird was separated from the Pectoral , 
i.„/-T-Sreasi:ed and Baird's Sandpipers by a number of plumage and structural 
features: 

(i) The combination of longish (as long as the head) and slightly 
downcurved bill and two whitish lines on each side of the upperparts eliminated 
all but the Pectoral. 

(ii) The breast was a rich ochre-buff, This extended further down at t 
sides than in the middle unlike the Pectoral which has a straight across band. 
In addition to the different colour and shape this band was an even wash rather 
than composed of streaks. It did, however, have a quite distinct definition 
from the whitish belly, a point on which the guides are misleading. 

(iii) One of the most striking features of this bird was a rufous cap 
set off by the strong white superciliary stripes;which extended onto the nape. 
At close range the cap was seen to be composed of reddish stripes on a brown 
ground but at any distance it looked , as Chauncey Wood said, like a Tree 
Sparrow’s cap. 

(iv) Bob Westmore noted at close range the greenish-yellow legs, a good 
feature to distinguish It from the Pectoral which has quite bright yellow legs, 

(v) The bird definitely seemed shorter necked, shorter legged and had 
longer wings than the Pectoral giving it a long low look quite unlike the 
upright carriage of Pectoral Sandpiper. 


********* 
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USING THE BANK OF TIME 

If you had a bank that credited your account each morning with $86,400 
that carried, over no balance from day to day, and allowed you to keep no cash 
in your account and every morning cancelled whatever part of the amount you 
had failed to use during the day, what would you do? Naturally you would draw 
out every cent every day. It would be the only good business principle to 
follow wouldn't it. 

There is such a bank and its name is TIME. Every morning it credits 
you xi/ith C’,4bC seconds. Every night it cancels the number of seconds you have 
failed to put to good use. It carries no balances. It allows no overdrafts. 
Each day it opens a new account for you, and each night it burns the records 
of that day. If you fail to use the day's deposit, the loss is yours alone. 
There’s no going back and there's no drawing against to-morrow. You have to 
live on to-day's deposits. Be sure to use them wisely so that you receive the 
ultimate in success. 

Use your daily credit of 06, 400 seconds to your own best advantage - 
building goodwill for your organisation and yourself. This is your real 
social security. 


(from the Niagara Falls Naturalist Club Bulletin # 86, November 1974) 



KIRTLAND'S WARBLER 
,; A BIRD OF FIRli 


by Robert Doering 


It is doubt Ail, with the possible exception of the Whooping Crane, that any other 
bird has attracted more attention and controversy than the Kirtland's Warbler. Nathon 
F. Leopold of the lamous pair of convicted murderers, Leopold and Loab helped locate 
this species of warbler back In 1923 before the murder occurred. The Michigan 
National Guard commander ordered the giant 48 ton Patton tanks from being used on 
their regular tank range for training during the warblers breeding season this year. 
Iheir nesting grounds must be burned over occasionally, and perhaps worst of all, 
e BroTO-headed Cowbird parasitized the Kirtland's nests to such an extent that 78% 
of the warblers eggs failed to produce fledglings. To cap it off, a local Chamber 
of Commerce official wanted to shoot them* 

^ he si ?sing male population remaining in the world dropped from 
432 m 1951 to 167 in 1974, a period of 25 years. 

The bird is named for a pioneer physician and naturalist Dr. J.P. Kirtland who 

?n 1 er Ct R d , ° ne t V /Iay 1851 in northern 0hl ° durln g migration. Its wintering ground 
In the Bahama Islands was not discovered until 1881, and it was 52 years later when 
its breeding ground was discovered in the lower Michigan peninsula. They are rarely 
seen during migration and breed only in an area roughly 100 by GO miles in central 

i}f ari . an in stands 01 Jack Pines 5 to 18 feet high. The nest is on the ground 
usually m ground cover of blueberry. 

Although Jack Pines cover half a million aerea-•of Michigan's lower-peninsula, the 

Warblers have never been found outside a aozen counties and in 1973, with the 

rvnfr 1C ] n ° ne E rou P, they were all found in 8 colonies in three counties •• 
Crawford, Ogema and Oscoda. 

It was just outside the small town of Grayling in Oscoda county that I had the thrill 
01 seeing and hearing this beautiful member of an endangered species. The male is 
blue_grey with a yellow breast having streaks on the side of the breast, but not as 

aS A he r !\ agnolia whlch rnost closely resembles. It has a black mask, 
white eye ring and bobs its tail like the Palm warbler. Its song is melodious and is 
repeated as many as 2,000 times a day, which assists observers to locate the bird and 

liGSU0 i 

Thanks to a very good friend and fellow birder, who resides in the general area, it 
was my privilege to be allowed to join a small group, led by a ranger of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.Forest Service in June of this year on a visit to the 
nmp m area - toe drove several miles by car to the site where the annual census was 
pPP We ^ P r * Larp y Walkinshaw of Muskegon, Michigan. A retired dentist 

f ? internationally known ornithologist, he was in charge of the census and led us to 
a beautiful singing male, a nest with four eggs in it, and had a box with a couple of 
young cowbirds which had been removed from a warbler's nest. 

It has been proven rather conclusively that one of the major factors causing the alarm 
mg decline In the Kirtlands population is the cowbird. 

As Is well known, the cowbird lays its eggs in the warbler's nests, usually between 4 
fi n i the The cowbird. eggs being larger, are kept warm by the unsuspect¬ 

ing female, while her own smaller eggs chill and many do not hatch. Even the fledg¬ 
lings if hatched are pushed aside by the larger cowbird young, who are usually born a 

y or wo earlier than the warblers. The result of course, a serious mortality of 
the young warblers. J 

During 1973 and 1974, large wire mesh traps 16 feet square and 6 feet high were built. 
Baited with live cowbirds as decoys and sunflower seed, hundreds of cowbirds were 
trapped and removed from the nesting areas. This year between 3-500 and 4,000 cowbirds 
were removed. It is apparent that this procedure is successful as according to a 
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Kirtland's Warbler (continued) 

September report, published in the Detroit News, the number of warblers migrating 
this summer (they start to migrate in July ) had increased from 358 birds in 1974 to 
an estimated 1,200 this summer. Dr. Walkinshaw said that cowbird parasitism was 
reduced from 75 l to zero this year! This is the most encouraging result since the 
Census has been conducted and gives hope that this beautiful warbler may yet survive. 

An unusual aspect of the nesting areas is the Jack Pine itself. Controlled fires 
must be set to burn the pines as it requires intense heat to pop the cones open and 
release the seeds, and fire also prepares the soil to receive the seeds. The soil in 
the Grayling area is extremely well drained sand with a low humus and nutrient 
content and water percolates through it rapidly, preventing nests from being flooded. 

While birders and naturalists are thrilled with the strengthening population this 
year, to others it was bad news. Because 30$ of the nesting warblers set up ’'house¬ 
keeping 1 ' in the middle of the Michigan Guard tank training area, artillery fire was 
halted during the nesting season, thus reducing the number of armed forces personnel 
in the neighbouring towns. This led Earl Longworth, Grayling Chamber of Commerce 
Manager to publicly state, "If I had a gun I'd shoot every damn one of them." "If 
44 pairs of warblers are worth the million dollars that we received from the National 
Guard training then I'11 buy the warblers." Other businesses were affected also and 
the warblers are not popular in the local area. 

Fortunately the Department of Natural Resources and other government agencies realize 
that more than money is at stake - the survival of another endangered species. There 
are so many money hungry people in our society who prefer development and destruction 
before preservation of natural habitat where wildlife may exist, it is little wonder 
so many species of birds and animals are in danger of becoming extinct. 

Visits to the nesting area are strictly controlled, but permits and occasionally 
ranger guides are available. Interested persons may contact the District Ranger, U.S 
Forest Service- Mio, Mich. 48647. From Hamilton, proceed to Sarnia - Port Huron, 
then Highway //21 to Flint, Michigan then orth on 775 to Grayling, Michigan. Reser¬ 
vations at motels recommended. The ranger office phone is 348-6371. 

Recommended reading for more detail: 

May 1975 Audubon Magazine, Volume 77, number 3 
Booklet "Kirtland's Warbler" U.S. Forest Service Mio,Michigan 
Pamphlet "Kirtland's Warbler 1 "U.S.Forest Service, Mo,Michigan 
The Kirtland's Warbler, by Harold Mayfield, probably American 

Ornithologists' Union. 


************* 


********* 


RATTRAY MARSH HILL BE PRESERVED 

The Rattray Marsh, or better, Rattray Wildlands Area is nearly 100 acres of 
wetland and hardwood bush on the edge of Lake Ontario, south of Clarkson. The mars 
is fed by Clarkson Creek and several natural springs which rise in the undeveloped 
slopes surrounding the marsh. At one time most of the rivers and streams flowing 
into Lake Ontario sustained similar estuarine marshes. To-day the Rattray is 
virtually the only one left and , as such, is unique.Twenty-five acres of wetlands 
were purchased by the Credit Valley Conservation Area in 1972. 

This area provides nesting and feeding grounds for cozens of species of 
waterfowl and song birds (171 species of birds have been sighted over the last four 
years) and. contains a series of unique plant communitiesFifty-six acres of hardwo 
forest, meadowlands, floodplain and streams remained to be purchased. 

The Rattray Preservation Committee has agreed to assist the city of Mississ¬ 
auga in the purchase of these lands (the area has already been expropriated and the 
Credit Valley Conservation Authority took ownership in June). $100,000 is the goal 
the committee. Donations may be sent to the Nature Consernency, 2200 Yonge Street, 



A DIFFICULT BUT DELIGHTFUL HOUSE GUEST 


■by Ann Anson 

Three times during the past ten years in Tulsa;, I had the exciting opportunity 
to winter Ruby-throated Hummingbirds which were unable to migrate at the proper 
time. The first two, at the time of adoption, seemed to be females. However in 
February, a tiny red spot appeared at the center <Sf the throat, and grew larger 
and larger. This was molting time, and among others the white-tipped tail feathers 
fell out. They were replaced with the dark feathers of the male hummer and the 
formerly round tail was now notched. Thus Samantha became Sam and Tabitha became 
Tab. 


Clyde, our last hummer, came to us a full-grown male. He was slower than the 
other two to adapt to new ways, obviously he had been "on his own" longer. 

Food and shelter are of course basic necesssities for housebound hummingbirds. 

An ordinary bird cage will not do, for metal bars are too harsh for delicate wings. 
Our solution was a large rectangle of very light wood covered with fine quality 
nylon net stretched around and tacked onto the frame. Five sides were thus enclosed, 
but the bottom was left open. This sat on a paper towel-covered tray and could be 
easily tipped, giving access to a hand for changing food, water, etc. The tray could 
be picked up and moved, cage and all. We inserted a small twig about halfway between 
the top and bottom of the cage for a perch. We also discovered that hummers like to 
sit near the light source and to face it as well. This led us to position the food 
cup at the opposite end of the tray thus avoiding droppings in the food. 

We realized early that a good night's sleep was only gotten in complete dark¬ 
ness. In low electric light, the bird would nap but never completely go into the 
deep sleep promoted by true darkness. We were fortunate to have a small pantry in 
which we put a step stool on which we put the tray with cage. The bedtime procedure 
was to properly position the tray and when the bird was on the perch, quickly close 
the door enough to cut off the light, hoping he would stay on the perch, and sleep 
rather than fly to the side of the cage and cling to the net all night. (Since 
hummers cannot see in the dark, they are quite helpless and cling to whatever they 
touch.) At first, like a mischievous child, he would hop off the perch the moment 
the door started to close and we'd have to start all over again. However, after 
a few weeks, we noticed that he would settle himself on the perch on the way to the 
pantry. He knew it was his bedtime. In the morning the tray was carried back to 
the table near the window and on the way he would wake, sometimes slowly, with an 
eerie whistle like a baby oriole, at other times he would be suddenly wide awake. 
Invariably he stretched his wings and adjusted his feathers before going for his 
breakfast. 

Food, for a housebound hummer, must have more nutrients than we include in our 
summer feeders. After all, the hummer is then catching his protein in the air, get¬ 
ting a balanced diet. Housebound, we must supply all his nourishment. I used the 
formula from the New York Zoo, which included baby vitamins, beef extract, protein 
powder and other exotic ingredients. Freshness is essential, and to this end a 
quart was made up at a time, poured into individual plastic ice-cube cups and then 
frozen. At night a frozen cup v/as put into the refrigerator to defrost. Each morning 
it was removed to come to room temperature, stirred, and put into the cage. At the 
same time, I removed the old (and possibly soured) food, all this before the bird 
started to eat. 

Two or three times a week, I placed a jar lid with water on the bottom of the 
cage for use as a bathtub. It was comical to watch this tiny bird wallowing in the 
water, like a sparrow in a puddle, and the rigorous preening which followed. Sam 
and Tab gladly used this "bathtub" but Clyde spurned it and had to be gently sprayed 
with a water pistol. 
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A Diffi cu lt but Delightful House Guest (continued) 

On Sunday afternoons, we ! d close all the doors to the den, lift the cage off 
the tray, and encourage the bird to fly freely and investigate the room. This would 
include a careful check of all pink or red objects in case they were flowers, sit¬ 
ting on a twig or eyeglasses held in. a hand, and perhaps the most endearing trick of 
all, sipping syrup from a very short straw held between the lips of our youngest son. 
We could dip a finger into the food and our hummer would lick the drop held out to 
him. Returning him to the cage when "playtime" was over was not difficult. He would 
light on a twig held out to him and sit quietly as we slowly moved it into the cage. 
Then he would fly up to his perch. In pleasant weather, an airing was called for. 

The cage was taken outside and placed on a table in semi-sunshine. Of course a res¬ 
ponsible adult remained on hand at all times. This was also a preparation for his 
eventual release, that being triggered by the return of hummers in July. 

\'Jhen it was decided that the time had come, the cage was tipped over gently and 
out he flew. He hovered a moment, looking at each of us as tho' to say good-bye, 
and disappeared. We were sure that we recognized "our" hummer often after that, as 
i*° ooorr >p , d shinier and more well-fed than the other visitors at our feeders. 

Living in such close contact with these tiny houseguests added an unusual 
dimension to our lives. It was a unique experience which will ever be a cherished 
memory. 

Ann Anson, Midland Texas 
The malargae May/75 

via South Peel Naturalisto Club Bulletin Vol. 16 Mo. 2 October 1975 


DIjOOPIj\!G_ CFAM:S SIMM II'CRi.iASIf G 

First Poster Lird Arrives at Lev; Mexico Refuge 

Socorro, M.M. Mov.C - The arrival of the first whooping crane nntcheu by foster 
parents has raised the hopes of Pish and Wildlife officials that their experimental 
egg transfer plan would succeed in eventually providing north America with two sepa¬ 
rate populations of the cnoangered species. 

The procedure involves taking eggs, laid in the spring by the rare white-plumed 
whooping cranes in Canada’s northwest Territory and placing them in the nests of 
greater sandhill cranes in Idaho. The known population of tne whooping crane in 
the territory is T;. 

Six of the young whoopers that were hatched and roared by the gray sandhill cranes 
flew out of their Idaho refuge with their foster pa 'rents a month ago for the annual 
southward migration when the weather started getting colu. 

For the last week, the first arrival lias been feeding in the cornfields at the tradi¬ 
tional sandhill crane winter haven at the Mosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge in the 
Rio Grande River Valley near here. Its foster parents are keeping a careful eye 
over "corny''--the name given to the newcomer—in the area already inhabited by 5,000 
of the migrating sandhill species that have settled down for the winter. 


T hree Ar e See n -Three of the remaining five and their adoptive parents have been 
spotted at the customary sandhill crane "stoppover" at the Monte Vista Refuge in 
Southern Colorado, and the two others are presumed to be on the way. 

“The balmy weather of the past two weeks has kept them further Forth, but they will 
be headed Wits way as soon as the next cold front hits them," said Thomas Smylie, the 
public information officer at the Wildlife Service’s Albuqueroue headquarters. 


The manner in which the foster parents took care of their charges in Idaho anc are 
continuing to do so in New Mexico and Colorado supports our original theory that the 
sandhill cranes would turn out to be first-class parents because those chosen for 
the erperirnent had been carefully selected after prolonged study of banding dataand 





Whooping Cranes Seen Increasing (co nt inued) 
observations of the sandhill families. 1 ' 

"The two species are close relatives and have the same kind of family ties. Neither 
the whoopers nor their foster parents have any reason to believe that they do not 
belong to each other." 

from The New York Times, Sunday November 9, 1975 

submitted by Robert Doering 


HELP! 

Prom an address by the administrator of the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency, Russell E. Train. (from the Glob & Mail, Toronto,Friday,November 7,1975) 

It strikes me that there is far too much paranoia, and suspicion, far too much 
of a "we're the good guys and you're the bad guys" attitude, far too much defending 
of turf and displaying of muscle, far too much of a tendency to see every difference 
in perspective and point of view as a "do-or-die" issue—far too much of this sort 
of high-decibel, surface noise surrounding the effort to carry on a constructive 
conversation about how best to get on with the job of incorporating environmental 
concerns into the day-to-day business of this country. 

There is, I think, far too much of an inclination, in dealing with the very 
difficult judgments involved in so many environmental decisions, for too many people 
to behave as if everything were being acted out against some absolute and immutable 
sky,as if the issues and the outcomes were always "either-or" and ''all-or-nothing," 
forever and for keeps. I must say that environmentalists themselves can be just as 
susceptible to this kind of thing as anybody else. 

Most of the easy problems have long since been dealt with. What we have before i 
us now and for the long term are highly complex issues whose resolution will seldom 
please everyone and all too often will probably please no one. 

But I must admit to some weariness with the constant flow of inflated charge and 
countercharge. If a decision does not go as far as our environmental friends would 
like, it is immediately characterized as a "sellout" patently made under political 
pressure. If the decision goes against industry, it can only be because the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency gave in to environmental bias and emotionalism - or so I re 
read. 

If we develop preliminary data on a new problem, such as a suspect chemical in 
drinking water, and postpone calling an instant press conference on the subject until 
at least the scientific ciata has been received, we are obviously conducting a”coverup' 
hiding the facts from the public. If, on the other hand, we do try to provide such 
information, we are, of course, being unscientific and indulging in scare tactics. 

Nov/, I am not so naive as to believe that somehow the competition for media 
attention will go away or that we will all become immune to the lure of a headline 
or of a 30 -second spot on the evening news. 

And I know that EPA itself is not entirely innocent in these matters. But let 
us at least try to deal with the issues on their merits (of course, running the risk 
in so doing that the media may ignore us) and let us try to accept as a working 
hypothesis until the evidence builds up to the contrary that the other fellow, whoevei 
he may be-industriallst,farmer,forester,worker, environmentalist,or even bureaucrat- 
while perhaps wrong in any given case is operating in good faith, trying to deal with 
complex issues objectively, calling the facts as he sees them as best he can, and not 
engaging in a conspiracy against the public interest. A conspiratorial view of the 
world is romantic and often attention-getting but it is often destructive, particular, 
of the very institutions we really need to promote the p ublic interest. 



by Larry Bird 


MY SANCTUARY 


When pressured by the frantic, tearing pace 
That holds in bondage my poor foolish race, 

There is a quiet spot to which I flee 
For a brief escape from man's insanity. 

Across a sun-washed field my footsteps lead. 

And o'er a tangled clearing, high with weeds: 

Then through the dusky shade, of cedars dense, 
There spreads my refuge; past the rotting fence. 

The little marsh lies drowsing in the sun, 

Rustled by wandering breezes as they run 
Errant through the cat-tails and the grass 
Which meekly yield, to let the drifters pass. 

Through stunted spruce and alder winds my trail: 

I pause atop a downed log to inhale 
The warm and steamy breath of sodden mire 
At every step, protestingly expires. 

From my lookout on a leaning cedar stem 
I perceive small antics in the shadowy hem 
Of conifers, which screen the chicadees 
Flipping in busy frolic through the trees. 

Grows rend the stillness with their raucous cries 
And soon the harassed owl in torment flies 
To seek the deeper shelter of the wood; 

Until released by twilight's murky hood. 

Beneath my stand the waters wind and press 
For passage through the verdant watercress 
That thwarts the stream, where ranks of jewelweed 
Bend o'er its course, to flaunt each pendant seed. 

Above the brushy rim some wood ducks glide 
On stiffened wings, with feet braced for the slide 
Onto the stream; among the reeds they slip 
To gorge and rest, before their southward trip. 

I watch a great blue heron grandly stalk 
Where frogs abound and flashing minnows flock; 
With wanton wings, on aerial trapeze, 

Some swallows wheel and whirl above the breeze. 

A muskrat, on the little muddy wedge. 

Is startled from his poking through the sedge 
By a marsh hawk, lazing briefly o'er the brush; 

His fleeing shadow floats on reed and rush. 

The marsh lies dreaming, lulled by liquid notes 
That bubble from within the redwing throats. 

Blue dragonflies, on wings of silvery lace 

Skim through the hush, to fan the slumbering face. 

Before an hour is gone my marsh will fall 
Within the shadow of the forest wall. 

■rv,*, 1 * - 1 -i rrU « fOV ° ^ ° ^ 
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NOTEWORTHY oIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to December 15, 1975 - 275 

# - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 


Red-throated Loon 

Nov. 

9F 


Nov. 

26 


Dec . 

6 

Red-necked Grebe 

Oct. 

27 

Horned Grebe 

Dec . 

2 

Pied-b illed GrebeNov. 

8 

Double-crested 

Oct. 

23-26 

Cormorant 

Nov. 

8 

Little nlue HeronNov. 

2F 


Nov. 

5L 

nl.-cf. Night Heron Oct. 19 

Least nittern 

July 


American nittern 

Oct. 

9 

Gadwall . 

Dec . 

1A 

Pintail 

Dec. 

7 

Green-winged TealNov. 

8 


Dec. 

2 

nlue-winged Teal 

Nov. 

8 

European Wigeon 

May 

6-;;- 

Northern ShovelerDec. 

9 


Dec . 

2 


Dec . 

5 

Redhead 

Dec . 

6 

Ring-necked Duck 

Nov. 

23 

Harlequin Duck 

Nov. 

26-;:- 1 

Surf Scoter 

Oct. 

27 

Ruddy Duck 

Nov. 

15 

/ 

Nov. 

23 

Hooded Merganser 

Oct. 

26 


Nov. 

26 


Dec. 

1 

Turkey Vulture 

Oct. 

20L 

Go shawk 

Oct. 

20 


iNOV. 

8 

Sha rp-shinned 

Oct. 

22 

Hawk 

Dec. 

6 

Cooper's Hawk 

Nov. 

23 

Red-tailed H awk 

Oct. 

20 


Oct. 

21 


Oct. 

27 

Red-shoulde red 

Oct. 

20 

H awk 

Oct. 

21 


Oct. 

27 


Rough-legged HawkNov. 15 
Dec. 6 

Ruffed Grouse Dec. 1A 
Common Gallinule Nov. 23 
Killdeer Nov. 26 


1 Woodland Cemetery 
1 Lake at Guelph Line 
1 Woodland Cemetery 
30 Fifty Point 
1 La Salle Park 

6 Cayuga 

1 Shell Pier, Bronte 
1 Woodland Cemetery 
1 Christie Cons. Area 
1 Christie Cons Area 

1 nurloak Woods 

2 .Valens Reservoir 

1 London St. 

80 'Woodland Cemetery 
A Dundas H ydro Station 
*L60 Dundas Marsh 
115 East end of nay 

2 Cayuga 

1 Puslinch Lake 
1A null's Point 

11 East end of na y 
1A Dundas Hydro, Station 
38 nronte 

2 Woodland Cemetery 
fern. Shell Pier, nronte 

1 Fifty Point . 

21 East end of nay 
18 East end of nay 
56 Woodland Cemetery 
75 ^ay & Dundas Marsh 
10 .Valley Inn 
1 R.n .G . A rboretum 
1 R.B.G. Arboretum 
1 North Shore Blvd. 

1 Horning Road 
1 North Shore nlvd. 

1 Sheridan Nursery 

7 R.n.g. Arboretum 
1A High-Level Bridge 

8 ft.n.G. Arboretum 
15 R.B.G. Arboretum 

8 High Level Bridge 

2 R.B.G. A rboretum 

1 1 York Road, Dundas 

A York Road, Dundas • 

1 Cedar Springs 
1 East end of Bay 
88 Valley Inn .4 null 1 s 


Curry, -Wormington 
Wormington, Ridout 
Chappie, G. & C. Harris 
R. C. C. MacLaren 
Mark Jennings 
Alan Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
Kevin McLaug hlin 
Anne & Tom Reid 
Philip Walker 
Mark Jeennings 
R. G, C. MacLaren 
Harry Peale 
William F. Smith 
Wormington, XJ ; Wylie 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Wormington, K. nurk 
Alan Wormington. 

David orewer 
Jennings, North 
K. nurk, P. Pra tt 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Finlaysen, Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
R. G. C. MacLa ren 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Mark Jennings 
Kevin McLaughlin 
Alan Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
David Copeland 
David Copeland 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
David Copeland 
Dave Thelma Powell 
Ridout, Wormington 
David Copeland 
Da.vid Copeland 
David Copeland 
David Copeland 
David Copeland 
David Copeland 
Jerry Chappie (Harris 
Chappie, Graham & Chris 
John Olmsted 
Mark Jennings 
Pt. Alan Wormington 
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Killdeer Dec. 

3 

Dec. 

14 

American WoodccckiMov. 

9L 

Common Snipe Nov. 

26 

Dec . 

2 

Spotted Sandpiper Dec 

• 3 

Greater YellowlegsNov 

. 11 

T.qseer Yellowlegs Dec 

. 2L 

Sha rp-f.fl ~i 1 od Nov. 

19^ I 

Sandpiper Nov. 

26 I 

Nov. 

29 1 

Dec 

1 I 

Dec. 

5L I 

Pectoral Sandp. Nov. 

11 

Least Sa.ndpiper Nov. 

2 

Dunlin Nov. 

11 

Dec. 

2 

Dec 

4 

Stilt Sandpiper Nov. 

2L 

Red Phalarope Nov. 

2* 

Parasitic Jaeger Nov. 

9L 

Glaucous Gull Dec. 

7F 

conaparte's Gull Nov. 

25 

Nov. 

30 

Little Gull Nov. 

25 

cl.-l. Kittiwake Nov. 

29k 1 

Screech Owl Oct. 

19-23 

Snowy Owl Nov. 

15 

Nov. 

30 

Dec . 

10 

car red Owl Nov. 

2* 

Long-eared Owl Oct. 

26F 

Nov. 

16 

Nov. 

23 

Saw-whet Owl Oct. 

cv 

C- 
1 —1 

Oct. 

26 

Nov. 

2 

Nov. 

2 

Nov. 

2 

Y.-sh. Flicker Nov. 

26 

Pileated Wdpkr Dec. 

7 

Red-bellied Ndpkr Nov. 

8 

Red-headed Oct. 

20 

Woodpecker Nov. 

16 

Y . -b. Sapsucke r Nov. 

12 

Eastern Phoebe Oct. 

19L 

coreal Chickadee Ncv. 

4* 

Tufted Titmouse Oct. 

23 

Oct. 

24 

Red-br. Nuthatch Defe. 

H 

Winter Wren Dec. 

3 

Carolina Wren 0ct.l9-Nov.; 

Nov. 

9 

Nov. 

12 

Eec. 

2 

N, Mockingbird Nov. 

9 

Nov. 

15 


2 Oakville Karsh 
4 cull 1 s Point 

1 uurloak Woods 
51 Valley Inn & ^ull 1 s Pt 

II II II II 

1 Oakville Marsh 
4 University Landing 

3 Bull 1 s Point 

. imm. end of willows, 
imm. Dundas Marsh 
imm. cull's Point 
imm. Bull's Point 
imm. cull's Pt. & Rat 1. 

1 University Landing 
1 Valens Reservoir 
89 University Landing 

4 Bull's Point 

1 Van Wagner's neach 
1 Valens Reservoir 
1 Shell Pier, nronte 
1 Shell Pier, urente 
3 H igh Level cridge 
200 Van Wagner's, ceach 
41 ceach Canal . 

2 ad. Van Wagner's ceach 
imm. cull's Point 
1 eurloak Woods 
1 Ea.st end of xjay 
1 East end of cay 
1 Shell Pier, cronte 
1 Valens 

1 R.o.G. Arboretum 
1 Burloak Woods 
3 Oakville at Hwy 5 
1, 1 nurloak Woods 
1 R.ju.G. Arboretum 
1 Burloak Woods 
1 Hopkins Tract R.c.G. 

1 Hopkins Tra,ct 
1 Inverness Ave. W. 

1 Spencer Ck. willows 
1 m. SE of York, Ont. 

1 R.B.G. Arboretum 
1 Bronte 

1 Eagle Dr., Burlington 
1 Burloak Woods 
1 Uriiv. of Guelph 

1 Oakville 

2 Oakville 

1 AwyaBtateove Dundas 

1 TH&B Spencer Ck. 

2 1 nrente Harbour 

2 Red Hill Creek 

2 TH&B Spencer Creek 
2 Ancaster 
1 King's Forest 
1 North Shore Blvd. 


Mark Jennings 
William F. Smith 
Mark Jennings 
. Alan Wcrmington 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Bob Westmore 
Jennings et al. 

Walter nooth 

Alan Wcrmington 

Robert A. H. Westmore 

Chauncey Wood, J. Hanna 

■carry Cherriere et al. 

R. Westmore 

R. Westmore 

cob westmore 

Mark Jennings 

Mark Jennings 

W e s tino re, N o rth 

Mark Jennings 

Mark Jennings 

Wcrmington, Wylie 

A. Wcrmington 

M. Jennings 

A. Wcrmington 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Mark Jennings 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Hanna, Wcrmington 

Mark Jennings 

R. H. We stmo re 

Philip Walker 

M. Jennings (Finlayson 

Wcrmington, Ridout, 

Jennings| Wormington 

Philip Walker 

M. Jennings 

Jerry Chappie(Chappie 

Stephanie Wood, Nina 

civ Stamp 

Philip Walker 

Alan Wormington 

David Copeland 

Mark Jennings 

Laurel North 

Mark Jennings 

cill Grins 

Joan Gunn 

Don & Joan Gunn 

fPo.fe SurA'yne Reid 

Philip Walker 

Mark Jennings 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Philip Walker 

nob Curry 

Kevin McLaughlin 

D. K. Powells 
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N. Mockingbird Dec. 

13 

1 Fruilland 

Bill & Flo Holley 

G ray Ca tb i rd M 0 v. 

9 

1 Burloak Woods 

Mark Jennings 

Nov. 

9 

1 Valley Inn path 

Curry, Wormington 

Nov. 

12 

1 Valley Inn path 

Mark Jennings 

0 ruwn Thrasher Nov. 

2 

1 ourloak Woods 

Mark Jennings 

Dec . 

13 

1 -Fruitland 

oill & Flo Holley 

Hermit Thrush Dec, 

2 

1 Van Wagner's oeach 

Alan Wormington 

Swainson's Thrush iMov. 

1L 

1 Head of Dundurn St. S 

Alan Wormington 

Veery Nov. 

2L 

1 Sheridan Nursery 

Alan Wormington 

Eastern bluebird Oct. 

19 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

olue-gray Nov. 

23 

1 Valley Inn path 

Alan wormington 

Gnatcatcher Dec. 

1L 

1 Valley Inn path 

Wormington, Ridout 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet Dec. 

1 

1 Oakville Creek 

Alan Wormington(Ridout 

Water Pipit Nov. 

23L 

1 Willow Point 

Finlayson, Wormington, 

Bohemian 'waxwing Dec , 

6F 

2 High Level Bridge 

Wood, Chappie, Curry 

Dec . 

7 

1 High Level u ridge 

J, Dowall, it. Stamp 

Cedar Waxwing Dec. 

7 

200 High Level nridge 

J. Dowall 

Northern Shrike Oct. 

26 

1 0 rente 

Mark Jennings 

Nov. 

4 

1 Christie Cons. Area 

Jerry & Nina Chappie 

Dec 

5 

1 Rat Island 

A. Wormington 

Solitary Vireo Nov. 

2L 

1 Red Hill Creek 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Red-eyed Vireo Oct. 

19 

1 Hopkins Tract 

Philip Walker 

Oct. 

3Ji 

.,X McM&ster University 

Philip Walker 

Tennessee WarblerOc t. 

29L 

2 Oakville Creek 

Alan Wormington 

Nashville WarblerOct. 

19 

1 Hopkins Tract 

Philip Walker 

Nov. 

18L 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

N Parula Warbler Oct .25 26L 

I Burloak Woods 

Jennings, Wormington 

Magnolia Warbler Nov. 

9L 

1 Sheridan Nursery 

Curry, Wormington 

Cape May Warbler Oct. 

19L 

1 Bronte 

M. Jennings 

.ol-th. ^lue Warb.Oct. 

23L 

1 Burloak Woods 

Mark Jennings 

Yellow- rrunped Nov. 

12 

1 Eagle Dr., Burlington 

G. W. North 

(Myrtle) WarbleDec . 

1 

1 Valley Inn path 

A. Wormington 

0 lack-throated Oct. 

26 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Green Warbler Oct. 

28L 

1 North Shore olvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

olackburnian Warb.Oct. 

28L 

1 Sheridan College 

Ronald Ridout 

Bay-br. Warbler Nov. 

22L 

1 King's Forest 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Blackpoll WarblerOct. 

28 

1 Sheridan College 

Ronald Ridout 


Nov. 9L 1 Oakville Creek Curry, Wormington 

W Palm warbler Nov. 11L 1 woodland Cemetery R. H. Westmore 

Ovenbird Oct. 24L 1 University Landing Philip ’Walker 

Yellowthroat Nov. 23 1 Valley Inn path Finlayson, Wormington 

Nov. 23 1 Willow Point " 11 " " 

Nov. 23 1 Bronte Marsh M. Jennings 

American RedstartOct. 27 1 North Shore olvd. Dave & Thelma Powell 

Nov, 2L 1 j-> rente Harbour Mark Jennings 

E. Meadowlark Dec. 4 1 Old Guelph Road Mark Jennings 

Red-winged Dec. 5 6 Bronte Marsh M. Jennings 

Blackbird Dec. 15 2 Watson's Lane, Duudas Mabel Watson 

Baltimore Oeiole Nov. 9L 1 male North Shore i> ]vd. Dave & Thelma Powell 
Rusty blackbird Nov. 14 60 Waterdown A. Wormington 

Dec. 5 • -2 Rattray's Marsh Mark. Jennings 

Common Grackle Dec. 3 1 Oakville Marsh M. Jennings 

Dec. 16 6 Eagle Dr., Burlington Laurel North 

Rose-br. GrosbeakNov. 9L 1 Valley Inn path Curry, Wormington 

Evening Grosbeak Oct. 23 5 Hwy 8 abov e Dundas Anne & Tom Reid 



vs 

Vcl. 29, No. 5 - Bird Records (cont'd) 


Evening Grosbeak 

Nov. 

21 

5 Inverness Ave. W. 

Bob Stamp 


Nov 

21 

6 Watson's Lane, Dundas 

Mabel Watson 


Mcv. 

14 

3 Dundas 

Marion Shivas 


Nov. 

29 

6 Eagle Dr., Burlington 

Laurel North 

Pine Grcsh eak 

Oct. 

20* 

6 Ha At innC Canty Forest 

MacLaren, Lowes 


Nov. 

15 

1 North Shore olvd. 

D. K. Powells 


Nov. 

16 

2 orente Ncc-ds 

Mark Jennings 


Nov. 

23 

1 Sheridan Nursery 

Finlayson, Wormington 

Common Red poll 

Dec . 

5F 

10 Eagle Dr., Burlington 

A, Wormington 

Pine Siskin 

Dec . 

7 

235 Coldspring Ck at Spencer Wylie, Wormington 

Red Crossbill 

Oct. 

19 

11 Bronte Woods 

Mark Jennings 


Oct. 

22 

6 Sheridan Nursery 

A. Wormington 

White -winged 

Oct. 

2 5F 

6 Burloak Woods 

A Wormington 

CrossbillNov. 

16 

4 orente 

M. Jennings 

Rufous-sided 

Nov. 

8 

1 Holyrood Av.. Oakville 

Gunn, Jennings 

Tcwhee 

Nov. 

11 

1 Shcreacres 

M. Jennings 

Grasshopper SparrowNov. 2L 

1 Sheridan Nursery 

Alan Wormington 

Chipping Sparrow 

Nov. 

23 

1 Valley inn 

Alan Wormington 

Field Sparrow 

Nov. 

4 

1 TH&o, E Dundas 

Philip Walker 


Dec. 

7 

2 Dundas Hydro Station 

u. uylie, Wormington 

Harris' Sparrow 

Oct. 

19* 

1 Mountsberg Cons. Area 

fide Globe & Mail 

w hite-c rowned 

Nov. 

2 

22 Sheridanj N. Shore 

A. Wormington 

Sparrow 

Dec . 

4 

1 Shell Park, Bronte 

M. Jennings 

White-throated 

Nov. 

2 

116 Sheridan Nursery etc, 

A. Wormington 

Sparrow 

Dec. 

5 

4 Rattray'S Marsh " ' 

M. Jennings 

Swamp Sparr ow 

Dec . 

7 

4 Spencer Creek willows 

Philip Walker 

Dec. 

5 

8 Rattray 1 s Marsh 

M, Jennings 


Dec . 

7 

25 Dundas Hydro Station 

Wylie, Wormington 

Lapland Longspur 

Nov. 

26 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

A. Wormington 

Snow Bunting 

Nov. 

8 

300 Mount Hope 

A• Wormington 

ERRATA — Vcl. 7. 

No. 

2, page 

8, October, 1953 read s: 



Buff-breasted Sand piper(l) Se p.12 *F Dundas 
11 " " (2) Sep. 13 " 

should read: 


Marsh -G.W.North et 
" )-Mrrth,J.H. 

( Williams 


al. 


1953 

Sharp-tailed Sep. 12* 1 imm. University Landing George W. North et al. 

Sandpiper Sep. 13L 2 imm. University Landing G. W. North, J. Harvey 

At first glance, because of its shape, coloration and actions™ 1 took this bird 

to be a Baird's Sandpiper, nut a closer look showed it to have light-colored 
feet, about the same colour as the bright buffy, unstreaked breast. According 
to the books it, must be a Buff-breasted Sandpiper. But the chin and be.lly were 
white, and the head looked mere like a White-rumped Sandpiper in spring, and the 
feet and neck rather short. However, Fuertes and others pci‘trayed the Buf^-breas- 
ted with its neck drawn in, and the immature plumages of most shorebirds were not 
shown. Taverner and others said the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was much like a Pee- 
Toral, But they did not mention the immature bird. In the -Field this bird did 
not resemble a Pectoral at all. On Sunday I returned and was surprised to see 
two of these birds running about on the mud. It was net until the Sharp-tailed - 
Sandpiper turned up this fall that I realized what I had seen in 1953. When Bob 
Westmore phoned me a good description of the bird he had seen I suggested it might 
be a Sharptailed Sandpiper. 


Please send your records on the 10th of each month to George VI. North, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., I.7T 3A3, cr phone 634-5463- 
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